License

IF AN AUTHOR WISHES to transfer to someone else (his publisher, a
creditor, his wife, et cetera) his complete ownership of a copyright,
he assigns his title to the copyright and has the assignment recorded
in the Copyright Office (see page 51); if he wishes to sell or transfer
only a single right, such as that of dramatization or translation, he
licenses the right in question, stating in a written document whether
the license is exclusive, and whether it is limited either in time or
territory. Whereas assignment is the complete transfer of ownership,
licensing simply legalizes the doing of certain things that otherwise
can be done only by the copyright owner. Licenses may be distributed
to many people, exclusively or non-exclusively. Some of the rights
to be licensed are: book rights, serial rights (first and second), trans-
lation rights, dramatization rights, movie rights, radio rights, reprint
rights, territorial rights. Although the Copyright Act makes no pro-
vision for the recording of licenses, the Copyright Office will record
them in the same way assignments are recorded, and it is generally
advisable to have this done.

The copyright owner assigning his copyright, be he the author or
someone having otherwise acquired it, does so categorically and irre-
vocably. The assignee may reassign it or do what he pleases with it.
A licensee has only an individual right in the use he has acquired: i.e.
a license is not transferable unless so stipulated in the contract

A licensee cannot sue on his own behalf; any suit for infringement
must be made jointly with or individually by the copyright holder.
When Nina Wilcox Putnam 'sold and assigned* 'all rights in and of
her article The Coastal Route to Florida* to the Curtis Publishing
Company, she lost all ownership of the story. Although the publisher
after publication 'reassigned* in writing to her all rights except Ameri-
can serial rights, actually the second transfer was not an assignment
at all, but a license, since an assignment must be for everything or
nothing. Hence the author became a mere licensee and could not sue
for infringement (Eliot, et aL, t>. Geare-Marston, Inc., 10.5.89.)
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